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Once you learn to 

read, you will be 

forever free. 

Frederick Douglass 

News from the Editor’s desk 

We have had a busy start to 2024, with the new intake 

of Grade 2s into the SHINE programme. We have also 

been able to increase our reach from 288 in 2023 to 

429 learners this year.   

At the end of February, we said farewells to out 20 

Nampak paid youth who have completed their year 

with the Nampak Youth Empowerment Programme. 

We also managed to hire 30 new paid youth starting in 

March this year thanks to the continued support of our 

ongoing partnership with Nampak. This additional 

human resource will enable us to accommodate 200 

more learners onto our programme. We are hoping 

this year will be a fruitful year for these young adults 

to gain valuable work experience and to be able to 

stand on the shoulders of giants in corporate industry 

and be given an opportunity to grow marketable skills.  

Without the generosity of all those who share our 

vision and have partnered with us to improve the 

literacy rates in the communities around us, we would 

not be able to reach our goals of making a difference 

in the greater community.  We are grateful for every 

donation whether it is financial, physical goods or a 

donation of time given to us by our volunteers. Thank 

you, thank you, and again we say thank you, it is you 

who make what we all do possible. 

“My journey at SHINE 

started in 2023. It gave me 

a sense of purpose after 

losing a second son. The 

SHINE programme has also 

giving me a chance to give 

back to our community. 

Just being able to dedicate 

an hour of my time every 

New staff appointments 

Volunteer Feedback 

We are excited that two of the Youth of 2023 have 

become part of SHINE staff after their year on the 

Nampak Youth Empowerment Programme.  

Ricky is the supervisor to the 20 Nampak Youth at Goede 

Hoop Primary. His enthusiasm and dedication to the 

young learners and Youth in his charge is truly 

remarkable. 

Stachli is the centre manager for Lakeside Primary. She 

goes the extra mile to make sure that all the learners 

that are in her charge receive their literacy hour twice a 

week. 

We are glad that they are part of our team and look 

forward to them growing in their roles and helping us to 

change the lives of many young minds as they help to 

ignite a joy for learning.  

 

 
Stachli Jordaan and Mike Zietsman 

at Lakeside Primary. 

Ricky Afrika and Mike Zietsman at Goede Hoop Primary. 

 
Vania with Vanessa 

week to help our little ones to read with 

understanding makes life worth living. 

I'm  grateful to SHINE for allowing me to 

be part of this amazing team.” Vanessa 

Rhodes-Garson 

The excursion is the 

same when you go 

looking for your 

sorrow as when you 

go looking for your 

joy. Eudora Welty 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is with sadness that we bid farewell to the Nampak 

Youth Empowerment Programme Class of 2023. There 

has been much joy and laughter and growth along the 

way as they grew with confidence in their roles.  

We are grateful for the 8 964 literacy hours that were 

completed by the Nampak Youth and the many young 

minds that have been enlightened and given an 

opportunity to reach their literacy goals. Without their 

contribution, we would not have had 155 learners 

graduate from SHINE in 2023 after reaching their literacy 

goals and now being able to read for meaning. We have 

a further 124 learners who have been assisted and have 

returned for their second year at SHINE. This is thanks to 

the Class of 2023 and is an achievement to be proud of. 

We wish each of them success in their futures and are 

grateful for the time spent at SHINE we are glad be part 

of their development. We look forward to hearing 

exciting stories of what the Class of 2023 will achieve and 

the lives that they will impact. 

Nampak Youth of 2023 at Goede Hoop Primary 

Nampak Youth Empowerment Programme 

The Nampak Youth of Lakeside Primary 

The graph shows the 8 964 literacy hours the Nampak 
Youth of 2023 have completed in their year at SHINE. 

 

Thank 

you to 

the Youth 

of 2023

 

Farewell Class of 2023 

The whole world 

opened up to me 

when I learned to 

read.  

Mary McCleod 

Bethune 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Ricky at Goede Hoop Primary with the 20 Youth in his charge, ready to 

assist the school to improve the literacy rates in overcrowded classrooms 

of up to 54 learners.  Our Youth and Volunteers are able to give individual 

attention to learners that the overwhelmed educators struggle to give. 

Meet the new Nampak Youth for 2024  

Term 1 has been the settling down into the 

new school year and included the integration 

of larger numbers of learners into our 

program which inevitably took longer than 

anticipated. 

We have increased the number of learners we 

can assist and have completed a total of 2 924 

Literacy hours with 429 learners for Term 1 

for both Goede Hoop and Lakeside Primary 

Schools.  This is a 18% increase in literacy 

hours and an impressive increase of 66% in 

number of learners from Term 1 of 2023.  

With the school year getting into it normal 

rhythm and with the 10 extra Nampak Youth 

who started on 1 March, we anticipate a 

dramatic increase in the Literacy Hours that 

will be completed in Term 2. Our aim is to 

reach our current capacity of 480 learners in 

Term 2. 

 

xxxxxx 

 

 

There is a new buzz and excitement in our 

three classrooms, with the anticipation of 

what the year ahead will bring. There are now 

20 youth assisting at Goede Hoop Primary up 

from the 13 for the past year and 10 youth at 

Lakeside Primary up from the 7 for the past 

year. This is in addition to Ricky and Stachli 

who are now SHINE staff. 

Stachli at Lakeside Primary with the 10 new 

Nampak Youth in her charge. 

The more that you 

read, the more that 

you will know. The 

more that you 

learn, the more 

places you’ll go.  

Dr Seuss 

Term 1 in Numbers 
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The art of volunteering 

Let your actions speak louder 

At SHINE we have seen that being willing to do 

something, instead of standing on the sidelines looking 

at the current levels of literacy in our schools, we can 

make a difference. Seeing young eager faces wanting to 

learn and lighting up at that moment of understanding 

is priceless. Knowing that each person who has 

contributed whether in time or resources makes us 

realise more and more that we are not alone on this 

journey.  

Jako Volschenk talks about how to move a cow from a 

ditch, requires someone to push and someone to pull 

the cow, we are experiencing a crisis of literacy in our 

communities and need everyone willing to help to get 

this cow out of the ditch. Your contribution, no matter 

how small is changing the lives of the children who 

attend a Literacy Hour at SHINE and with your assistance 

in the coming years we look forward to being in all four 

Primary Schools in Reiger Park and impacting many lives. 

Let your actions speak louder. 

 

At Goede Hoop Primary 
School for Term 1 of 2024 

we had 1 773 Literacy 
hours with 278 learners
which is an Average 6,4

hours per child

07624

 

At Lakeside Primary 
School for Term 1 of 2024 

we had 1 205 Literacy  
hours with 151 learners 
which is an Average 8,0 

hours per child

05692

To learn to read is to light a fire. 

Victor Hugo 

Mike Zietsman, Director 

Cell: 083 789 0622 

Tel: 011 917 9485 

Email: info@shine.web.za 

 

For any further information 

about our organisation: 

www.shine.net.za 

A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies. 

The man who never reads lives only one. 

George R.R. Martin 

At SHINE we started the new year off with 16 new 

volunteers, ready and excited to get started with 

administering the Literacy Hour in our various Literacy 

Centres. These additional new volunteers have enabled 

SHINE to accommodate 30 extra learners into our 

programme for 2024. 

The multi-faceted impact 1 single volunteer can make at 

SHINE is in its essence the truest picture of the power of 

volunteering. Volunteering at SHINE can have a great 

impact on self-development, learner development and 

aiding the community.  The impact 1 volunteer makes on 

1 learner is so much deeper than achieving an adequate 

literacy level. The weekly interaction between the 

volunteer and the learner opens doors of friendship, 

trust, and unconditional love.  

 

Volunteering at SHINE embodies a powerful expression 

of compassion and empathy that transcends boundaries 

and transforms young lives. 

If you would like to become a SHINE volunteer, or if your 

organization would like to get involved in a corporate 

volunteer programme with SHINE, please email Vania at 

vania@shine.web.za for more info. 

 

Every Literacy Hour that takes place 

provides a safe, gentle environment 

enhancing an individually based 

learning pace, and the freedom and 

acceptance to grow at that pace. 

From this environment grows self-

confidence, assurance, and a love 

for reading and learning. 

tel:0837890622
tel:0119179485
tel:0119179485
mailto:info@shine.web.za
https://www.facebook.com/ThriveChurchSocialJustice/
https://www.facebook.com/ThriveChurchSocialJustice/
mailto:vania@shine.web.za

